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And so, with effort, cost, and pain,
Persuaded him to take up arms.
One worthy of belief affirms
That he gave the Sicilians more
Of aid than he the English bore.
The tempest once again released.
The turmoil through the host increased.
The French within the city were
At ease and free from grief and care.                                      710
The Longobards trusted them indeed,
Though tfie host gave but little heed.
Now were the gates shut fast and close 3
The townsfolk, armed and bellicose,
Mounted the ramparts to defend
Them; but they needs must soon descend.
And those who from the city sallied
And in a deadly onslaught rallied
Where my lord Hugh le Brun 49 did dwell,
Were fighting hand to hand, pell-mell,                                   720
When England's king arrived. A score
Of men he had with him, no more,
I think, when he first joined the fray.
Seeing him, the Longobards straightway
Their threatening abandoned
And turned upon their heels and fled.
The bold king followed close and pressed
Upon them. Ambrose doth attest
That when they saw him come, ye might
Have thought them sheep who take to flight                           730
When menaced by the wolfs fierce maw.
Like oxen who on yoke do draw,
49 Hugh le Brun, IX lord of Lusignan, and count of La Marche, eldest son of
Hugh VIH of Lusignan, also called le Brun, and elder brother of Geoffrey, Aymeri,
and Guy de Lusignan. Archer (p. 32) confuses Hugh IX with his father. It was
Hugh VIII who went to Syria in 1163 and was captured by Nureddin (William of
Tyre, pp. 894-97, 1063). Hugh IX became count of La Marche in 1199 by seizing
the fief in the confusion at the death of Richard. In 12x8 he again took the cross and
died at Damietta in 1219 (Mas Latrie, Tresor, p, 16*31).